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GUIDELINES FOR GRANT AID TO SUPPORT OVERSEAS EXPEDITIONS
The Welsh Sports Association recognizes that grounds breaking overseas expeditions play an important part in the development of outdoor pursuits in Wales, and each year invites organizers of eligible overseas expeditions to apply for grant aid.
Successful applications usually come from mountaineering, caving, cave diving, canoeing, rowing and paragliding expeditions, but the WSA is always willing to consider applications from other outdoor activities, providing the planned expedition is ground breaking and likely to enhance the development of that activity. All applications are considered on merit and must be supported by the appropriate National Governing Body. 

ELIGIBILITY

Priority will be given to expeditions where the majority of members are Welsh, and only the Welsh members of the expedition will be eligible for funding. To qualify for funding team members must have been born in Wales, or have permanently lived in Wales for at least two years, or have a parent or grandparent who was born in Wales. 
It is ESSENTIAL that all team members have appropriate previous experience.  Expeditions must obtain written support from their respective National Governing Body prior to submission of their application to the WSA. 

Expeditions MUST be groundbreaking.

Expeditions that are primarily of an educational or scientific nature will not be eligible for support.

HOW TO APPLY
Applications for grant-aid to support the expedition must be made to the WSA on the appropriate form in advance of the proposed expedition date. Applications must be received by 14 January, prior to the financial year (1 April – 31 March) in which the expedition is planned to take place. For example, if an expedition is taking place in July 2012 the application deadline is the 14 January 2012, and even if an expedition is taking place in February 2013, the application deadline is still the 14 January 2012.
Application Form Guidance
Name of the Expedition
Please insert name by which the expedition/venture is to be known.

Area of Expedition

A prospectus and location map showing the precise area of the expedition should be submitted with the application.  Photos may also be useful.
Aims of the Expedition

Primary: Please set out as clearly as possible the aim of the expedition, and what it is hoped to achieve, for the sport etc.
Secondary: Please set out any secondary aims/objectives you hope to achieve with your expedition

About the Team

Please ensure details of ALL team members are listed in question 11 and explain their Welsh connection clearly. Evidence of residence may be requested.
Preparation & Planning 

Where appropriate, evidence of political permission or invitation must accompany the application. Please attach copies of permits etc. where required.  

Mountaineering Expeditions

Applicants must obtain the prior approval of the B.M.C Committee for Wales.  Completed application forms must be returned to the WSA, along with support of the applicant’s governing body by 14 January. The WSA may refer the application to the Mount Everest Foundation for technical appraisal.  Expeditions must submit a separate application to the Mount Everest Foundation if they wish to be considered for an M.E.F Grant. 

Caving and Cave Diving Expeditions

Applicants must obtain the prior approval of the Cambrian Caving Council.  Completed application forms must be returned to the WSA with the approval of the Cambrian Caving Council by 14 January. The WSA may refer applications to the Ghar Parau Foundation for technical appraisal. Expeditions must submit a separate application to the Ghar Parau Foundation if they wish to be considered for a Ghar Parau Grant. 

Canoeing Expeditions

Applicants must obtain the prior approval of the Welsh Canoeing Association.  Completed application forms must be returned to the WSA with the approval of the Welsh Canoeing Association by 14 January. The WSA may refer applications to the British Canoe Union Expedition Committee for technical appraisal.

Hang Gliding/Paragliding Expeditions

Applicants must obtain the prior approval of the Welsh Free Flight Federation.  Completed application forms must be returned to the WSA with the approval of the Welsh Free Flight Federation by 14 January. The WSA may also refer applications to the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association for technical appraisal.

AMOUNT OF GRANT

Grant will normally be limited to a contribution of up to 50% towards the estimated cost of travel within U.K and abroad (please separate out freight costs), essential additional equipment and safety equipment.
Accommodation and insurance costs are the responsibility of the applicants.  Personal items of equipment are not eligible.

Successful applicants will receive an offer of grant which MAY be claimed in advance of the expedition.

CONDITIONS OF GRANT

The offer of grant will be on condition that an expedition report and a financial statement of income and expenditure are provided within three months of the completion of the expedition. In the event of the expedition showing a surplus the WSA may require repayment of part of the grant.
Please note that any grant offered will be paid by a cheque made out to the expedition’s bank account, or by direct electronic transfer to that account. A personal bank account of one of the expedition members will not be accepted. 

In the event of the cancellation of an expedition after payment has been made, the whole of the grant shall be refunded to the WSA. 

No application will be considered in retrospect.

FOLLOWING THE EXPEDITION
Applicants in receipt of a grant may be asked to supply a short article about their expedition for publication in the WSA newsletter, or on the WSA web site. Any article requested should ideally include expedition photographs. 

Applicants in receipt of a grant may also be asked to make a presentation to interested audiences to assist the promotion of this scheme, outdoor pursuits in Wales, and the Welsh Sports Association.

For further information please contact:
Paul Dancey

Welsh Sports Association

Email: paul-dancey@welshsports.co.uk
Completed Applications should be returned to:

Wendy Yardley

Welsh Sports Association

Sport Wales National Centre
Sophia Gardens
Cardiff
CF11 9SW
PD 27 June 2011
PD 27 June 2011                   

